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W e have just begun an exciting time at the Las Vegas Rescue 

Mission.  The interior demolition is now under way in the 

menôs overnight shelter.  The overnight shelter has been a point of res-

cue for countless number of homeless men for almost four decades.  

Once completed in mid-November, the facility will house 108 beds in a 

bright, spacious environment.  The shower and restroom areas will be 

greatly enlarged and the laundry facility allows those staying overnight 

to leave with freshly washed clothing.  All of this is possible because 

ordinary people choose to do an extraordinary thing by providing the 

resources, on a daily basis, allowing us to fill this need.  Whether it is 

monetarily, gifts in kind, or simply volunteering at the Mission, your 

support is so greatly appreciated.   

This is exciting to us because 

the renovation of the menôs 

overnight shelter represents 

the culmination of over three 

years of planning, fundrais-

ing, building approval and 

construction.  It began with 

the construction of the new 

dining hall and training facil-

ity which opened up the 

space occupied by the former 

kitchen and dining hall.  This is the space we are now able to utilize as 

the menôs overnight shelter expansion.  In the face of an enormous eco-

nomic downturn and charitable donations in general being affected, we 

were able to accomplish all of this because of the faithfulness of the 

Las Vegas community and our support partners. 

The needs never cease and, in fact, are growing.  The dining hall 

Robert Brunner  

Executive Director  
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Testimonial by The Alleman Family  
The Shelter of Hope, Gave Us Hope.  

M y family and I recently moved to Las Ve-

gas from Akron, Ohio.  We are originally 

from the great state of Louisiana.  We came to 

Las Vegas hoping to find a better life, however, 

we needed a little help first. 

The first few days in Las Vegas were pretty 

drastic.  We slept in our car for four days and ate 

on food stamps.  On the third day we heard there 

was a shelter on Owens Street that could possibly 

help us.  But they had no available room for me 

and my family. 

On the fourth day someone told us there was 

another shelter on Bonanza, so the next morning 

we headed toward the shelter.  The first thing we 

saw was a big blue ñJesus Savesò cross out front 

and a big sign on the wall that read ñLas Vegas 

Rescue Mission and Shelter of Hopeò.  So we 

drove up to the gate and explained our situation to 

the security guard.  He told us we needed to come 

back at 8:00am.  We came back on time and were 

let in.  We were expecting to get turned down be-

cause they told us they were packed. 

Well, they found room for us to stay for a few 

days!  And it turned into a very positive situation. 

Everyone at the Mission was so nice to me and 

my family.  Church was wonderful and we have 

never felt so grateful to be around such loving 

people.  Everyone seemed to want to lend a help-

ing hand. 

We had no hope of finding an apartment con-

sidering our current circumstances.  We even con-

sidered staying at a motel as a last resort.  But 

thanks to Gratchin Johnson and staff, we located 

an apartment.  Our prayers were answered with 

the help of a little positive thinking. 

We have never met nicer people since being 

in Las Vegas.  The Las Vegas Rescue Mission 

and Shelter of Hope is where hope begins. 
 

The Alleman Family 
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continues to serve between 26,000 and 28,000 

meals monthly.  Many of those who receive regu-

lar meals are families who just need help when 

funds run out during the month. Or, it is the 

homeless who daily look to the Mission as their 

only means of avoiding going hungry.  At the 

Mission, we donôt question as to why someone is 

homeless or if they deserve the help.  Perhaps 

they are a family with children staying in our 

family shelter, a young woman needing a safe 

place to stay, or the homeless adult using the 

overnight shelter.  Our reason for being here is to 

provide the ñrescueò and source of hope someone 

needs, without adding to their burden.  We be-

lieve the Lord has given us the privilege of being 

the storehouse through which we can share His 

blessings to others.  It is an often referenced pas-

sage, but Christ explains our responsibility best in 

Matthew 25:40 ñéé..whatever you did for the 

least of one of these brothers of mine, you did it 

unto meò. 

Your continuing support and generosity to the 

Mission makes a great difference in the lives of 

thousands of people every month.  Thank you for 

allowing us to share Godôs blessings as you share 

from your abundance with us.ðRobert Brunner 

Each year many churches, businesses and individuals 

partner with us in our  Canned Food Drive.  Last year 

was record-setting as we collected truck loads of non-

perishable food items.  What a blessing!   

The Canned Food Drive is a key event for us each 

fall as it prepares us for the busy season of winter and 

holidays, meeting so many needs for the less fortunate 

in our city.  Please consider one or more of the follow-

ing ways you can help us set another record this year! 

 

1. A Family Food Drive -  collect from your home, 

even consider purchasing a couple extra items 

each trip to the store this fall. 

2. Organize a Neighborhood Food Drive ï get the 

whole block involved! 

3. Contact your Church, Workplace, or School 

and ask them to participate as an organization. 

 

We will supply everything you need ï boxes, bar-

rels, signs, etc.!  You just supply the people to giveé. 

We will be delivering collection boxes during Septem-

ber and collecting food throughout October. Please 

call John or Ryan at (702) 382-1766 or e-mail 

johnf@vegasrescue.org if you have questions or to 

order your collection supplies!!  It is going to be an-

other record-breaking year of serving our community! 

Annual Canned Food Drive  

Come Celebrate With Us!  

From The Executive Director  

(Continued)  

What:  Commencement Ceremony 

When: September 5th, 2010 at 7:00 pm 

Where: 480 W. Bonanza RdðLVRM Dining Hall 

For 

Whom: 

Those who have successfully completed the 

Recovery Program 

Why: To Celebrate Stories of Lives That Have 

Been Changed 

As a friend and supporter of 

the Mission we would like to 

cordially invite you to attend 

this next Commencement.   

mailto:johnf@vegasrescue.org



