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Serving the Savior  

Pastor Jeff Chaves  

From The Pastors Desk  

New Life  

Every year at Easter we remember and celebrate new life.  We remem-

ber the cross and the empty tomb.  Many of us will go to church and 

sing songs l
ike ñHeôs Al

ive!ò  For J
esusô follow

ers that Sun
day morn-

ing, however, it would not have been a celebration.  It seems like there 

were more questions: 

 
ñPeter, howe

ver, got up 
and ran to t

he tomb. Ben
ding over, h

e saw the 

strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to 

himself what
 had happene

d.ò
 Luke 24:12 (NIV) 

 
 ñTrembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the 

tomb. They s
aid nothing 

to anyone, b
ecause they 

were afraid.
ò 

Mark 

16:8 (NIV) 

 
Even though 

Jesus had to
ld them, the

y just didnô
t understand

.  It would 

be some days and several appearances by the resurrected Jesus before 

they would truly understand that the empty tomb meant a new life. 

 
I am so grateful that the Las Vegas Rescue Mission is in the new life 

business.  I also realize that there are many who come here and have 

more questions.  I am reminded of one of our residents that really strug-

gled.  In hi
s first meet

ing with one
 of the staf

f members he
 asked, ñYou

 

donôt really
 believe all

 this stuff 
do you?ò  Th

at young man
 accepted 

Christ, completed the program, got a job and now returns to the mission 

to play music in our Sunday night service.  I can think of no better ex-

ample of the power of a new life in Jesus.  I can site many examples 

like this of people who come to us full of questions, but find the answer 

in a new life. 

 
As you celebrate Easter this year, remember that often new life begins 

with some big questions.  The mission cannot answer every one of 

them, but for some, it is the beginning of a new life. 
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Happy Easter! 
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Chris Odle  

Volunteer & Community  

Coordinator  
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H i! I am Chris Odle, the new volunteer & Community Coordi-

nator at the Mission. In the short time I have been here, I 

have been humbled, inspired, and encouraged by the men and 

woman I have had the privilege to serve alongside.  I have been 

privileged to see a multi-faceted Mission be able to function be-

cause of the hearts of volunteers and donors. We would not be able 

to serve all of the individuals we do if it were not for the kind 

hearted people who serve selflessly in an effort to reach others. 

We do have ongoing needs that we need to address in order to 

be able to serve the homeless, needy, and working poor in our Val-

ley. We have an ongoing need for volunteers to aid with the serv-

ing of the evening meal, and with summer rapidly approaching the 

need for hygiene items are in great demand. These items include: 

travel size shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, socks, men 

and womenôs underwear, and lip balm (Chap Stick or Carmex). 

With the heat also comes the need for bottled water. Many people 

who are homeless have to face one hundred degree plus tempera-

tures and fall victim to dehydration and other issues due to the ex-

treme heat. 

Again, I would like to say that is an honor to be able to serve 

alongside those that realize we are called to serve based on the gift 

we have received.  Everyone should use their gift to serve others, 

as good managers of the varied grace of God. 

5th Annual  

Las Vegas Rescue Mission 

Charity Golf Tournament  

Friday, June 12, 2009 

7:00am (shotgun start) 

 

Siena Golf Club 

10575 Siena Monte Ave 

Las Vegas, NV 89135 

 

Registration Deadline: 

Friday, May 29th 

Las Vegas Rescue Mission 

480 West Bonanza Rd 

Las Vegas, NV 89106 

Phone: (702) 382-1766 

Fax: (702) 474-7535 

For More Information Contact: Christal Krehnovi  

Phone: (702) 382 -1766 Å Email: christal@vegasrescue.org 

Proceeds from this 

yearõs event will be 

used to help fund our 

new shelter and 

dining renovation, 

significantly increas-

ing the amount of 

homeless men, 

women & children we 

are able to serve 

Shop with the Mayor and benefit the 

Las Vegas Rescue Mission 

Friday 
June 12 
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M y name is Emanuel Williams and I 

thank God for the Las Vegas Res-

cue Mission everyday. 

When I was 15 years of 

age, my big brother gave 

me some beer to drink 

and Iôve been drinking 

and doing drugs ever 

since.  I always knew that 

I wanted to get off drugs 

and stop drinking, but it 

took a long time and a lot 

of bad times.  The loss of 

my family, the loss of 

many jobs...and almost 

my life, before God took 

His right hand and guided 

me to the Mission. 

Testimonial by Emanuel Williams 

It has been here that I started to build a 

strong relationship with my Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ.  With Jesus in my life 

and with the help of the staff at the Mis-

sion, Iôve been clean and sober for one 

year and my faith is stronger than ever.  I 

will always be in debt to the Mission, the 

staff and my brothers and sisters in the 

recovery program.  I thank God everyday 

for putting so many caring people in my 

life.  Today,  I have graduated the pro-

gram and Iôm talking to my family again.  

It has been a long journey on this road to 

recovery but if it wasnôt for God leading 

me to the Mission, I would be dead today. 

So I thank my Lord and Savior every 

day for the Mission, the staff, and the resi-

dents for giving me a new outlook on life. 

 I see people down and out on the street 
 in this, our country, with nothing to eat. 
 
     Nowhere to go, no friend or family; can we 
     find a solution and help their poverty? 
 
 Can we just get past the questions of why they are 
 there; and give what we can and show that we care. 
 
  Not only are they hungry, they may have no home; 
  think of how you would feel to be so alone. 
 
�<�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H���I�D�P�R�X�V�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�����R�U���H�Y�H�Q���I�U�R�P 
�:�H�D�O�W�K�����W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���R�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���R�Q�H�V�·���V�H�O�I�� 
 
   And in this, our state.  United and such�³ we 
   �'�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���D���O�R�W���I�R�U���L�W���W�R���P�H�D�Q���V�R���P�X�F�K�� 
 
  �%�H�F�D�X�V�H���,�·�Y�H���K�H�D�U�G���L�W���V�D�L�G���´�7�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���P�H�µ 
  But by the Grace of God...it truly could be! 

A Poem Written By Susan Lynne Smith  

About Susan Lynne Smith   

Susan found herself in need of 
the Missionôs help when she was 18 years old.  She stayed 
in our Shelter of Hope for a 
period of time and eventually 
worked her way up to a posi-
tion on the board of directors 
as the ñSunshine Chairmanò.

 
 

Susan is now 41 years old and 
has long since moved on with 
her life.  Susan is a true friend 
of the Mission and is an active 
donor. 
 

Her poem was inspired by a 
very young boy with leuke-
mia, whoôs dying wish was to feed the homeless.  


